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RELIGIOUS INTELIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant, 
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


Lynchburg, Feb. N, 1834. 
Dear Brother,. — The sixth Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, for the 
Virginia District, commenced its session in 
Lynchburg, on Thursday the 13th Feb. 1834. 


The Conference was called to order by Dr. 


John French, and opened by him with pray- 
er. On motion, Dr. C. Finney, was appoin 
Secreiary. On motion, Rev. Dr. J. B. Tilden, 
of the Maryland, and Bros. Speight and Beeson, 
of the North Carolina Conference, were invited 
te take seats in the Conference. 


Members of Conference. 
Dr. John French, President. 


Elders—Richard Lattimore, William H. Co- 
mann, Miles King, R. B. Thomson, Jacob Mu 


Jennings, Lewis F. Cosby, Charles Roundtree, 
Benedict Burgess, John G. Whitfield, elect, 
Livingston Walker, William Pinnell, *Thomas 
oore. 

a Godwin, Samuel Normant, 
F. L. B. Shaver, elect, *Benedict G. Burgess, 
*Allen S. Fleshman. 

Preachers—John Percival, Adolphus C. Sha- 
ver, Winder G. Walker. 

Members of the Electoral College—Dr. Wm. 
J. Holcome, Dr. Crawley Finney, Miles Nash, 
1. 8. Westwood, Dr. Edward Dromgoole, It. 

Lay Delegates. 

John Victor—Lynchburg Station. 

John W. Leckie—Abingdon. 

Joseph Collier—Petersburg Circuit. 

Edwin E. Phillips—Smithfield do. 

“John Selden—Norfolk and Portsmouth Sta- 
ions. 

*Anthony H. Lamb—Hampton Circuit. 

Jesse A. Burton—Bedford Circuit. — 

William Harding—Northern Neck do. 

*Messrs. Hudgins and Anderson—Matthews 
Circuit. 

Those marked thus (*) were absent. 

Numbers in Society, as ä by Ministers and 

Preachers 

& Wythe Circuit 17. Hampton Circuit 2 un- 
stationed ministers—162. Abingdon Station | 
unstationed preacher—55. Lynchburg Circuit 
3 unstationed ministers—79. Smithfield Circuit 
2 unstationed ministers—116. Lynchburg Sta- 
tion 2 unstationed ministers—126. Norfolk and 
Portsmouth Station J unstationed minister—35. 
Northern Neck Circuit 163. Petersbur Circuit 
6 unstationed ministers— 187. Bedſor Circuit 
60. Matthews Circuit 140. Nelson Circuit 18. 
Total 17 Ministers and Preachers—1153. 

The following is a list of appointments for the 

| present year. 


Richard Lattimore, President. | 
Norfolk and Portsmouth—Dr.John French: 
another to be sent. | 


teck Percival and Miles Ki 
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Smithfield Circuit—John Godwin. | 
Northern Neck Circuit—John G. Whitfield. 
Petersburg Circuit—William W. Ball. | 
Hampton Circuit—Winder G. Walker. 
Matthews Circuit—Samuel Normant. 
Lynchburg Station—Robert B. Thomson. 
Lynchburg and Bedford Circuit—L.F. Cosby, 
8 A. C. Shaver, Assistant. 

ythe Cireuit— Andrew C. Collison. 
Abingdon Station To be supplied hereafter. 
William H. Comann, Benedict Burgess, John 
ng, Conference Mission- 


aries. 

Dr. John French, Conference Steward. 

. Benedict G. Burgess, left without an appoint- 

{ment this year, at his own request. 

r Charles Roundtree and William Pinnell, Su- 
| pernumeraries. 
Dr. J. M. Jennings, L. Walker, and F. L. 
B. Shaver, placed on the unstationed list, by 
their own request. 

John Godwin and John G. Whitfield, were 
elected and ordained Elders. 

F. L. B. Shaver, A. C. Shaver, Joel Whitley, 
and ——— Love, were elected Deacons, and the 
first were ordained Deacons. 

‘Dre John French was elected a Ministerial, 
a 7. J. Burroughs, a Lay Delegate to the en- 
sumg Gen 
Holcome, a 
Alternates. 

Resolved, 
ence will use their influence to procure funds, 
and promote the interests, of a Literary and 
Manual Laboring Institution, for the education 
of children, to be located in the bounds of the 
Virginia Annual Conference. 

On motion, B. Burgess, William Harding and 
James Smith, were appointed a committee, to 
devise ways and means to promote the object of 
the foregoing resolution. 

Ist. Kesolted, That we highly approve the 
plan of the Virginia Bible Society, for the sev- 
eral national bible societies of the world, to fix 
on a period within which they will endeavor, by 
the Divine blessing, to place a copy of the Bible 
in every family on earth, able to read and will- 
ing to receive it. , 

nd. Resolved, That they respectfully and af- 
fectionately, but very earnestly recommend to 
the American Bible Society, the adoption of said 
plan; and if they shall adopt it, that this Con- 
ference will, by the blessing of God, give them 
all the aid in itsexecution, which the infant state 
of the church, and other calls u 
ality allow. 

ord. Resolved, That the Conference recom- 
mend to the churches and peopie under their 
care, to sustain their enterprize, by their pray- 
ers, and such pecuniary donations as the cir- 
cumstances above mentioned may enable them. 

Resolved, That the ministers and members of 
this Conference, do observe the first Tuesday in 
May next, the day on which the General Con- 
ference shall assemble, as a day of fasting and 


| Conference; and Dr. William J. 
D'Arcy Paul, were elected as their 


ly 
* 


at the members of this Confer-| bath 


pon their liber- | 


PUBLISHED 


John J. Harrod, 


orthe Methodist Protestant Church 
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deliberations of that body; and that the same 
observance be recommended to the ministers 
and members of our church, within the bounds 
of the Virginia Annual Conference. 
Resolved, That our Representatives in the 
General Conference, be instructed to seek an 
amendment to that part of our Discipline relat- 
ing to Ordination; and that instead of two, we 
believe one ordination only, is requisite to the 
discharge of ministerial functions. _ | 
Resoloed, That the Delegates to General Con- 
ference, be instructed to use their influence, to 
procure a review of the Articles of Religion, as 
contained in the book of Discipline of the M. P. 
Church, and to expunge such asthey may deem 
contrary to the word of God. 

The Conference thereupon adjourned,to meet 

Wi at Northumberland C. H. on the third 
ursday in Feb. 1835. 

The utmost cordiality and kindness prevailed 
among the members, and the proceedings were 
marked with the greatest degree of harmony and 
good feeling. The congregations throughout 
the entire session were very large, * and 
attentive; and under the faithful preaching of the 
word, were often melted into tears; thus giving 


pleasing evidence, that the work of the 
was going on in their hearts. 

All the churches in the place, 2 Baptist, Meth- 
odist Episcopal, Protestant Episcopal, and 2 
Presbyterian, were offered and occupied on Sab- 

R. B. Tuomsox, 

Joux Vieror, 

Committee of Publication. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK AND LOWER CANADA COKRFERENCE. 


Parishville, Feb. 12, 1834. 


Dear Brother,—By appointment of our An- 
nual Conference, I send you the following ex- 
tract from the minutes, for insertion in the Mu- 
tual Rights. Tam, &c. 

Hven Ketty. 


The fourth Annual Conference of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church, for the District of New 
York and Lower Canada, assembled in Parish- 
ville, Feb. 6th, and closed on the Sth. 


Elders present—Josiah Wilcox, Hugh Kelly,” 
John B. — and Thomas Sterricker. 
Deacons—George W. Stone, Horatio J. B. 


Balch, Appleton Crary, Moses Dudley,and Geo, 
Wilkinson. 
Lay Delegates—F, C. Goodale, Hiram Me- 
Kee, Lorenzo Blatchley, Robert Gray, Nathan 
Crary, Benjamiu Bryant, and Peter Vandervoort. 


John B. Goodenongh, elected President. 
Stations of the Ministers and Preachers. 
Parishville Circuit—H. Kelly, Superiaten- 
dent; George Wilkinson, Assistant. 
Pierpont Circuit—Superintendent to be sup- 
plied by the President; Appleton Crary, As- 
sistant, 


Norfolk Circuit—Thomas Bellamy, Superia~ 


prayer to Almighty God, for his blessings on the 


tendent. 
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74 
Fort Covington Circvit—To be supplied by 
the President. 
Beekmantown Circuit—Lorenzo Blatchley, 
Superintendent; Josiah Wilcox, Assistant. 
Antwerp Circuit—Superintendent to be sup- 
plied by the President; Hiram McKee, Assie't. 
Henrysburgh Circuit—Thomas Sterricker,Su- 
rintendent; George Peglar, Assistant. 
G. W. Stone, Conference Missionary. 
The following brethren were elected to orders 
and ordained: 
George Wilkinson, G. W. Stone, Elders. 
Lorenzo Blatchley, Thomas Bellamy, Hiram 
McKee, and George Peglar, deacons. 
Committee of Elders to appoint a President 
pro tem. in the event of the death, resignation, 
or suspension of the President, H. Kelly, T. 
Sterricker, G. Wilkinson. 
Luke Brown, Conference Steward. 
Number of members on the District, 366. 
Moses Dudley, left without an appointment 
until he make satisfaction to the Conference for 
neglecting his appointment. 
“Phe 4 passed a vote of thanks to 
the Rev. N. Gage, for his services to the District. 
The Rev. William K. Talbot, visited the Con- 
ference while it was in session, and presented a 
memorial from the St. Lawrence Consociation 
of the Congregational Church, declaring that 
the Consociation, saw ‘‘no impropriety in open- 


— — - 


ing a correspondence with other Christian de- 


nominations.” The Rev. Gentleman was in- 
vited by vote to take a seat in the Conference, 
and a committee was appointed to draw up ar- 
ticles of correspondence and to reply to the 
memorial of the Consociation. 


The Committee report the following reply and 
articles of correspondence to be presented to 
the Consociation, and the Conference ordered 
the same to be forwarded for publication in 
Methodist Protestant. 


Reply of the Annual Conference of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Charch, to the memorial of the 
St. Lawrence Consociation: 


Rev. and dear brethren in our common Lord, 
we acknowledge wed soe satisfaction the re- 
ceipt of your memorial, and hail it as a delight- 
ful indication that we are approximating the 
days when the various religious denominations 
who embrace the fundamental principles of our 
most holy faith, will sacrifice their sectarian feel- 
ings on the altar of Christian love. At a time 
when our brethren of the M. E. Church refuse 
to acknowledge us, your recognition of our in- 
dependent rights, and fair standing as a branch 
of the church of Christ, is entitled to our warm- 
est thanks. It may be considered visionary to 
anticipate at no very distant day, a convention 
of the churches of Christ, and the privileges of 
delegation reciprocated by subordinate ecclesi- 
astical bodies, but after mature deliberation on 
the resolution adopted by you, in consociation, 
‘that there is no impropriety in opening a cor- 
respondence with other Christian denomina- 
tions,” we cheerfully respond to the sentiment, 
and declare our willingness to enter into such 
arrangements as may be deemed mutually satis- 

factory to the parties. Shall the kingdoms and 
republics of this world make treaties and adopt 
modes of cultivating mutual friendships for their 
temporal advantage, while those whom grace 
hath enlightened, and who ought to be one (at 
least in affection) in our common Saviour, are 
exposed to continual broils and conflicts with- 
out any well devised means of restoring peace? 
Surely the children of this world are wiser in 
their generation than the children of light. The 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
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christian order. Let this i, and we shall 
see the denominations — Oe toil and 
‘expense of i their war establishments 
against „Judah will no 
longer vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim envy Judah,“ 
charches of various names will cease their sel- 
fish strifes and enterprizes, and dwell peaceably 
side by side like the ancient tribes of Israel.— 
Then would the king of darkness be dismayed, 
and the enemies of religion be compelled to ex- 
claim, See how these Christians live.’’—'‘Sure- 
ly there is no enchantment against Jacob, nor 
divination against Israel.“ Praying the Great 
Head of the Charch to annoint you with the oil 
of grace, and prosper you in your respective 
charges in every good word and work, to do his 


in the bonds of a peaceful gospel, 
Signed on behalf of 85 — KeLty, 


Gro. WiLKINSON. 
834. 


Annual Con. M. P. C 
Parishville, Eeb. 10, 


Thomas Bellamy, to attend the next Consocia- 
tion of the Congregational Church of St. Law; 
rence County, New York. 
The articles are omitted for want of” room. 
Dear Bro. Harrod, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Conference, I send you the above 
for insertion in the Methodist Protestant, and 
as early as convenient, you may expect at least 
another communication. We have had an ex- 
cellent session, and things are going on well. 
Yours, Ke. Huon 
RELIGIOUS. 
For the M 


ON DRESS—NO. 4. 


A writer over the signature of bua Androni- 
cus, exhibits the inconsistency Ma minister's 
preaching up plain dress, while he himself dress- 
es fashionably. I hope this reproof will have a 
good effect. There is certainly great incon- 
sistency, nay worse, there is an entire absence 
of refined feeling, apparent in the minister who 
will rebuke his charge, for indulging in his own 
resetting 
sistency: 


he thinks is a fair excuse. 
wearing it, offence would be taken. Now the 


is right to please man in preference to God.” 


eye offend thee, pluck it out!“ A christian then 
may disobey God, by crying out it is a gift!” 
I desire to know if the present wearer would 
displease man upon the same terms? If some 
plain Methodist should give him a round breast- 
ed, linsey woolsey coat, would he say “‘korban’, 
and wear it? [am afraid this excuse will not 
bear a faithful analysis, because those 
are always a little too fashionable. Now it does 
appear to be a general rule in these matters, i.e. 
making presents, that the present should be accept- 
able to the receiver. Would any man in his 
senses send a preacher, a military hat and sword? 
or send to a soldier, a parson’s gown and an 
“essay on the of a sermon?’’ It does 
then appear as though the preacher’s friends, 
know how to poe him in the style of their 

resents, and J cannot well believe otherwise. 

once met a preacher, most unexpectedly, in 


love of God is the silken cord thet binds man 
te man—the golden zone which encireles all 
the lovers of Jesus, and the shiboleth of e 


will, we remain, Rev. and dear brethren, yours 


The Conference delegated bros. H. Kelly,and ple: 


sin. From whence comes this incon- 
Sometimes the delinquent will plead 
that his Babylonish garment is a present, This 
Were.he to refuse 
doctrine on which this excuse is founded, is It 


Let not that minister preach then, if thy right 


presents 


an old fashioned coat, and expressing my plea-| 
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sure, he did indeed say t is a gift,” but un- 
fostunately this need me did not wear quite as 
well as the fashi ones, for it disappeared 
before it was thread bare; while on the contra 

a os — or frock coat will wear 
until your elbows remind you that the 

broken! Besides I once heard ofa — 22 
absolutely refused to wear an unfashionable 
coat, until it was altered, although it eame to 
him under the full sanctiédn of a korban recom- 
mendation. I wish we could get rid of this 
mischief, that we could fully be ashamed of this 
excuse. I wish every minister in the Metho- 
dist Protestant church, would throw aside his 
worldly habiliments, dress himself in his Mas- 
ter's livery, spring up on the wall of Zion, and 
lilting up his voice like a trumpet, give one loud, 
long, and certain blast, against this too success- 
ful device of our Lord's enemy! And O, that it 
may cause our slumbering soldiers to awake, to 
shake off their lethargy, to fight valiantly for the 
peace of Israel; until victory shall crown the 
effort, and the Lord looking down from heaven, 
shall behold us a plain, a holy and a happy peo- 


CIDAR. 


Feb. 27th, 1834. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE (THE CHURCH.) 


A Sermon by an Old Man. 

Now ye are full, now ye are rich; ye have rei 
„as kings without us, and I — to God, that 
ye did reign, that wealso might reign with you. 
ut we are fools for Christs sake; but ye are 
wise in Christ? we are weak; but ye are strong; 
ye are honorable; but we are despised. Even 
unto this „ hour, we both hunger, and 
thirst, and are naked: and have no certain 
dwelling place; and labour working with our 
own hands; being reviled we bless; being per- 
secuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we en- 
treat, we are made the filth of the world, and 
the offscouring of all things, unto this day. I 
write not these things to shame you; bul as 
my beloved sons, I warn you.” I Cor. iv. 

10—14. 


The letters of St. Paul, to individual, or par- 
ticular churches, from that, which is called the 
primitive church, was not uniform in its charac- 
ter and conduct. Although St. Paul himself 
claims to be the father 2 of the church 
at Corinth, it seems not to have stood as high 
in his esteem as some others. It is the opinion. 
of some writers, that a certain Judaizing teach- 
er of great art and influence acted the part of a 
messenger of state, in opposition to the apostle 
in particular, as well as the gospel generally. It 
i also probable, that there were, in that church 
an unusual number of Grecian proselytes.— 
The Grecians, being accustomed to a democrat- 
ic municipal government were probably, induced 
to adopt similar forms in the church. Corinth, it 
is true was originally Spartan, not Ionian, or 
Athenian; but it is supposed to have been little 
faithful to its original model, partly owing to its 
greatcommerce. The Democratic Greeks were 
proverbial for their fulness of attachment to 
their great men. St. Paul, having as it were 
lost cast as a Jew, in consequance of his christ- 
ian apostleship, gave rise to, and justified the 
strong expressions, in the text. He was regard- 
ed as unclean, or a Pariar. The Greeks whose 
ancestors had been habituated to the driving in- 
to exile, of their great men, might not sympa- 
thiz every deeply with an excommunicated Jew. 
Although, it is said, that not many noble, nor 
wise, nor rich, were called in Corinth. There 
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might, perhaps have been a greater proportional 


number of such called there than elsewhere. | J 


Hence, they were not only democratic, or sov- 
ereign people but comparatively, full, rich, and 
honorable; what, then was true, in relation to 
Corinth, might not have been equally so, of 
Phillippi, or Thessalonica, or other places. See 
then the facts, in relatiou to the church in Co- 
rinth, at that time. The church is full, is rich, 
reigns as a king alone, is wise, is honorable.— 
Paul is weak, is despised, hungers and thirsts, 
and is naked, has no certain dwelling place, 
works with his own hands, is. reviled, is perse- 
cuted, made the filth of the world, and the off- 
scouring of all things. What were the views, 
and the feelings of the apostle under this con- 
trast of circumstances? Did he envy these sov- 
ereign people? Did he shame them? Did he 
endeavour or wish to take sovereign power from 
them? Hear him. I would—I wish to God 
that you did reign, that we might reign with 
you. He does not dispute their right to reign; 
they were free, sovereign, and independent. But 
were there any evil consequences to be appre- 
hended from the church ruling without the min- 
asters? There was. Did it not argne, a want 
of confidence in the ministry, or a disposition 
to monopolize all the power? How could spec- 


tators help being struck, with the contrast. The ” 


church reigns, the apostle is treated like an out 
law from the church of his fathers and is with- 
out authority in the church he had planted.— 
The church is rich, he is poor; the church is 
honorable, he is despised; the church is full, he 
is in want of all things. Must not one of two 
things be inferred? Either the church is culpa- 
bly neglectful of its ministers, or its ministers 
are unworthy of its confidence and sympathy? 
The apostle warns them of these consequences, 
in relation to public opinion. 


St. Paul was a friend to the sovereignty of 


the church; but, no friend to its unlimitted or] the 


undivided gay) 5 He wished for a limit- 
ed sovereignty. I would to God that ye did 
reign, that we might reign with you. That is, 
he wished for mutual rights; St. Paul hated ego- 
tism. His enemies compelled him, to speak of 
himself, like a boaster, or as he says, a fool. 
He might have said the same things in substance, 
in such a manner as to shame the church, and 
to exalt himself. But he had a higher end in 
view, than mere personal considerations, viz. 
the establishing of an important general princi- 
ple. A pastor of a church, is still a member of 
a church, but it is not in virtue of his member- 
ship merely, or while he acts in the capacity of 
a private member, that he can be said to reign 
or rule with the charch. The Holy Ghost made 
overseers of the church, of the elders of the 
church; and made it their duty to feed the flock 
of God, and take heed to it. 


The Greek proselytes might have been in- 
clined to regard these officers nearly in the same 
light as their municipal officers, and to dispense | 
with their services whenever they might find it 
convenient. But the parallel does not hold good. 
It so happens that the pastors, or overseers of 
churches cannot without great inconvenience if 
not ruinous consequences fall back again into 
ranks of the private membership. Their habits 
are almost entirely changed. They take on new 
characteristics, and become the subjects of new 
partialities and prejudices. Those who are fond 
of assimilating the church to the civil forms of 
society, are = to overlook important conse- 
quences. These Corinthians seemed not to 


reflect, that St. Paul, as the apostle to the Gen- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
tiles, to ‘themselves, he was execrated by the 
ews, many of whom, viewing him as an ex- 
communicated person, would think they should 
do God service by killing him. Amd that to the 
Gentiles he was ‘scarcely less obnoxious as a 
setter forth of strange doctrines; that all his 
doctrines in this world must depend upon the 
gospel of which he was an apostle, and the re- 
gards of the new church which he had helped 
to plant. 

St. Paul warns his beloved sons. But if there 
were any real danger could not these sovereign 
people foresee it, as well as he? — the 
question had been put, ina way of reply. Have 
any of the people complained use they rule 
without you? But is it to be imputed, that the 
members of a church, in such a case should be 
the first to foresee and to give warning of the 
danger? who but the shepherd is to give warn- 
ing of the coming wolf? who but the watchman 
blow the trumpet of alarm? still notwithstanding 
all the precaution of the apostle, in making this 
disclosure, can the church at Corinth escape 
from shame? what a picture is here drawn of 
ministerial privations and sufferings! How could 
the people help seeing it? Perhaps the wide 
— of the apostie’s labours and travels is their 

pology. Perhaps this was the first time the 
whole subject was fully presented to their con- 
sideration. Who indeed, but the apostle him- 
self could have given the description in all its 
details and all its consequences. The case is 
ware marked. The love of liberty among 
the Democratic Greeks was apt to become a 
passion and while passion prevails great and 
good things can only be seen through the 
intervention of the imagination. With all the 
faults of the Corinthians, it is apparent, that 
St. Paul loved them still. But can such faults 
be reconciled to religion? Casuists are not gen- 
erally happy, in their attempts to account for 
manner in which failings elude the con- 
science, under strong excitements. The fact 
seems to be, that as a general rule the con- 
science follows the understanding, and posses- 
ses but a limited power to correct ignorance 
and error. The love of liberty is in itself a vir- 
tue; and how few are the minds strong and 
steady enough to detect the points where it 
passes to an excess. For too much love for liberty 
is a failing, which leans to virtue’s side. How 
gratifying must it have been to these newly con- 
verted Greeks, to find themselves in the enjoy- 
ment of that kind of sovereignty, which had 
been the pride and boast of their ancestors. To 
rule, to govern without their ministers, was not 
this sweet old Grecian liberty revived? would 
not conscience, be slow to reproach them for 
this enjoyment? Paul knew human nature, and 
the force of human habit too well to shame them, 
he rather makes their apology. But the danger 
was great, and no apology for the cause could 
avert its consequences. The necessary warn; 
ing would have lost much of its effect if the 
shades of the picture had been concealed. As 
my beloved sons I warn you, that no church 
can long flourish without mutual rights. No 
matter which scale predominates, the balance 
must be restored. At Corinth for a certain time 
all was in favour of the people, and as usual 
self love tended to produce self complacency 
and security. New churches must be liable to 
suffer for the want of experience; and persecu- 
tion the common lot of all new churches, is apt 
to derange the usual course of things. The state 
of St. Paul’s feelings is manifest. This well 


born, and well bred man, is compelled to record, 


with his own pen, the full measure of his own 
humiliation. What matter of fact departure 
was here from his own well known illustration, 


if one member suffer, all the members ought to 
suffer with it. 


ECCLESIASTICAL, 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 


Some of the errors of the Expellers of Methodist 
Reformers—some errors of the General Confer- 
ence, and of Ministers and Members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The Expellers were persuaded that the Meth- 
odist Reformers had no scriptural, or other priv- 
ilege, to convict the government of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of having disregarded, 
and of continuing to disregard, the christian and 
civil liberties of mankind. This was the ane 
object of the Reformers. Did they succeed?— 
The Expellers were persuaded that this attempt 
should not succeed. Was not this their persua- 
sion? But they will deny that the government 
is opposed to the christian and civil liberties of 
mankind, Was this mere denial enough to con- 
vince the conscientious Reformers and to si- 
lence them forever? Impossible. By as strong 
and pertinacious as was the official contradiction 
of obvious trath, by as much was it the duty of 
Reformers to invite attention to it. 

And conviction was brought home to the con- 
sciences of many who were concerned. Why, 
what difficulty was there in proving that the on- 
ly rule of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is 
the will of its travelling ministry? Every edi- 
tion of the Discipline of that church publishes 
this truth. More than this was published—the 
replies made to the memorials .of Reformers, 
have uniformly been in substance, “We, the 
General Conference, intend, and hereby irrevo- 
cably announce, that, not only has our will al- 
ways been the rule of our church, but we 
intend that our church shall never have any 
other rule.” Is not this the language of an ut- 
ter disregard of the christian and civil liberties 
of mankind? Could the Reformers (admitting 
them to possess common sense) declare other- 
wise, than that the rule is direct and positive 
antichristian? Was it not their duty to make 
this declaration? But the Expellers intended to 
deprive them of the power of declaring any 
thing, as Methodists. Therefore, the conduc- 
tors of the Reform periodical press, were tried 
by the rule of the church, condemned, and ex- 
pelled, condemned for publishing undeniable 
truth! Excommunicated for publishing irrefuta- 
ble facts, affecting, and to affect; destroying,and 
to destroy, the christian and civil liberties of 
Methodists of the present and future genera- 
tions! Destroying civil liberties! Pes. For, 
whoever will willingly bow his neck to the yoke 
of ecclesiastical masters, may be persuaded to 
bow down to political despots. This is the tes- 
timony of all history. Because they testified 
these things, some were expelled—it being plain 
to the Expellers that the Reformers were ene- 
mies to Methodism! That was the error,—iden- 
tifying the Methodist Episcopal government with 
christianity! And since that time, and for the 
one purpose of justifying those proceedings, we 
are gravely told that the traditions of the fathers, 
to wit, the rule of the church, is nearly, if not 
quite, at one with the New Testament! And it 
was, and it is, infallibly assumed that the suc- 
cess of the gospel, irrefragably establishes the 
righteousness of the government! It was, and 


is, imputed ‘to Reformers and to Protestant 
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Methodists, that they were, and are, malevolent 
to pure Methodism. It was, and is, supposed 
by some, that these radicals, schismatics, and 
Protestants, were, and are, and will ever be, ob- 
noxious to Methodism and to Heaven! That 
the Reformers were, or would be, objects of fu- 
ture punishment! By taking all these things as 
self-evident truths, the duty of expulsion became 
a plain straight-forward power and duty, to be 
irrevocably performed, once for all, without the 
possibility of advantage from appeals io any bo- 
dy of the Church. So mighty was the rule? So 
terrific was to be the example! But the error is 
becoming manifest. 


We say, that the capital error of the Expel- 
lers, Bishops, Elders, and Committees in form- 
ing conceptions of the Divine Being, correspon- 
dent to their feelings, as rulers and subjects of 
Episcopal Methodism, is every day becoming 
more manifest. The expelled were not before, 
nor at the time of their absurd trial, nor since 
have been, the subjects of the Divine maledic- 
tions. No indeed, the will of ministers is not 
the New Testathent rule for the ordering of the 
affairs of a Christian church; therefore, whoev- 
er asserts thus much, cannot be for this cause 
the subject of the Divine displeasure,and may not 
be justly excommunicated for this cause alone. 
But for this cause alone the expulsions were 
made. This was the false theoretic, and the high 
practical, error of the Expellers, Bishops, Elders, 
and Committees. Their feelings, and their ac- 
tions, and their pamphlets, and their papers, all 
prove that this was the error! And this con- 
tinues to be the error of many—they deem that 
the Protestant Methodists are in some sort the 
objects of the Divine displeasure! Alas, poor 
human nature! Alas for thee, poor human na- 
ture! How long ere thou cease to attribute thy 
malignity to the Judge of all! How long ere 
thou rejoice in the liberty of Christian people, 
and tolerate them, and be charitable as the reli- 
gion of Christ? Thou poor human nature that 
art so infected with uncharitableness, that thou 
would call down fire from heaven to consume 
supposed adversaries, go read thy Saviour's re- 
buke to his disciples. Brethren, forgive, forget, 
let brotherly kindness abound. 


2. The error of the three last General Con- 
ferences of the M. E. Church was the very 
same as that of the Expellers. No remon- 
strance, no appeal, could succeed, unless the 
Reformers would cease to declare that the will 
of the Conference was the rule of the church; 
or, submitting to that rule, as the lawful author- 
ity of the church; or, holding opinions, and say- 
ing naught periodically. But, as Christians, as 


freemen,the Reformefs would not agree to terms 


which should put their light under a bushel. Let 
no one hate the Protestant Methodists for mere- 


Iy putting their light on a candlestick! 


Most respectfully and in christian love, the 
following extract is submitted to every Metho- 
dist reader: When hatred becomes the settled 
temper of the mind, there attends it a bad inge- 
nuity, which puts the worst possible construc- 
lion upon the words, actions, looks, of the ab- 
horred object. Yet why is this but because the 
Jaws of the moral system forbid that any thing 
should be hated but what actually deserves, or 
is at the moment thought to deserve abhorence? 
The most pernicious and virulent heart has no 

ower of ejecting its venom upon a fair surface; 
it must slur whatever it means to poison. To 
hate that which is seen and confessed to be not 
wicked, is as impossible as to be angry with that 
which ig assumed not to be hostile. And the 
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most depraved souls, whose only element is re- 
venge, feel the stress of this necessity not a 
whit the less than the most benign and virtuous. 
Whether the universe any where contains spirits 
so malignant as to be capable of hating without 
assignment of demerit, or of attributing of ill- 
purpose to their adversary, we know not; but 
certainly man never reaches such a frightful 
enormity.“ 

This is the error, attributing wickedness and 
an unrighteous hostility, when neither was to be 
ſound. The Methodists every where hold and 
teach the same scripture doctrines. Where then 
is there room found for entertaining ‘‘a malign 
temper which imputes (to Methodist Protes- 
tants,) an evil nature and a settled animosity 
like its own?’ But this is possible, even to pro- 
fessed Christians. 


An application was made by the Methodist 
Protestants of the City of Philadelphia to the 
late Genesal Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, whose session was held in that 
City, to be supplied with pulpit services by the 
members of that Conference. It was a written 
and a respectful request, and was denied. Other 
denominations had the services of these minis- 
ters; we believe the colored people were preach- 
ed to by them. But torour Methodist Protes- 
tants, not a sermon was preached by even one 
of the members of the Conference. Now, we 
think, this was a great error of those preachers; 
one which cannot be extenuated by indifference, 
nor contempt, nor even hatred to the applicants. 
The epithets of schismatics, or heretics (the lat 
ter term has not been used to us-ward) cannot 
so mark the line of duty of ministers as that 
they shall not be under obligations of charity 
and service to all to whom they may adventure 
to apply those epithets. The bestowment of 
opprobium, no matter how plentifully, cannot 
sanctify uncharitableness. 


Just here we will account for the seeming 
want of patronage to Methodist Protestantism 
in Philadelphia. There never were any prose- 
cutions of Reformers, as such, in that City; for, 
they could not have been sustained. Whatever 
the members of the church do not approve,they 
nullify. No class-leader is appointed without 
the consent of the Leader’s meeting. The peo- 
ple choose the Trustees in entire independence 
of the preachers. They reject any unaccepta- 
ble preacher. The chief church is as congrega- 
tional as may be, holding its own property, and 
uot permitting any control, in merely temporal 
matters, by its pastor. In so far as nullification 
isa kind of self-government, it is enjoyed by 
the Episcopal Methodists of Philadelphia, as 
often as they please to exercise it. 


To return to a consideration of the errors we 
have hastily glanced at, we would say that they 
have no power of awakening sympathy in the 
bosoms of christian spectators. They have 
power to excite pity; and in infidels, scorn. For, 
it is too plainly sinful to refuse christian regards 
and fellowship to christian people, to receive 
the approbation of any one friend of social or- 
der, whether christian or heathen. On the con- 
trary, the preference to a system of self-govern- 
ment, to one which confers full and exclusive 
powers on a few persons, is not by any enlight- 
ened mind deemed sinful, and may be an indis- 
pensable duty of some persons who cannot, 
consistently with their sense of moral obligation 
to themselves and to others, submit to be gov- 


erned without their consent. Is it indeed as 
nothing to teach christian doctrines, in separa- 


Episcopal Methodist? I am not. Can we not 
then meet on the —— of our common scri 
ture doctrines? ho will not so meet? Who- 
ever he be that will not meet his christian broth- 
er on the grounds of our common christianity, 
his is the error. The world loveth its own — who 
is he that cannot love his dissenting brother? 


Laicus. : 


P. S. We have just seen the account of the 
recent secessions in Charleston. Should males. 
olence to Methodism be attributed to the sece- 
dents, what a solid foundation will be laid for 
piles of calumny and all other implements of 
unholy warfare. But these brethren had an in- 
disputable right to judge that they were entitled 
to christian freedom, and to act accordingly.— 
Should malignity not be attributed to them,there 
will be none exhibited towards them. So we 
shall hear of at least one peaceable secession 
trom the rule of Episcopal Methodism—the rule, 
we mean, of the will of the travelling preachers 
being the rule of the church. 


—— 
For the Methodist Protestant. 


To the Ministers and Members of the Methodist | 
Protestant Church of the Maryland District. 


ON THE SUBJECT OF CAMP-MEETINGS. 


Beloved Brethren,—As the time of holding 
the Annual Conference for this District, is at 
hand, a fellow labourer in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Jesus Christ, would lay before you a 
few arguments in opposition to the continuance 
of Camp-meetings in our Church. And by way 
of prelude, I beg leave to state, that for more 
than twenty five years I have regularly attended 
those meetings under all the variety of circum- 
stances which characterise them; and until re- 
cently, during all that period, was their most de- 
cided friend and advocate. Within the two or 
three last years however, I have been led to ex- 
amine the merits of their claims, with less re- 
pugnance to their abolishment, than formerly. 
And now I think it high time for myself at least, 
to make a public avowal of the fact, that I feel 
a setiled and sober conviction, that the day has 
fully come, when as a church, we should main- 
tain and defend them no longer. It is not my 
intention in the argument I am about to set up, 
to resort to the vulgar charges, which have been 
prompted by feelings of malevolence, and urged 
a thousand times, with a design to reproach 
camp-meetings. Nor can I believe that they 
have been useless, in the cause of religion. Not 
so. Cam ‘meetings have been manifestly in- 
strumental in the accomplishment of much good 
in our land. And that they still ‘continue to 
produce the same effects (to a certain extent at 
least) will hardly be questioned by any one, en- 
titled to an opinion on the subject. 

Why then, it will be naturally asked, should 
not so good an institution be continued? I an- 
swer, because an equal, if not a much greater 
amount of good, may be accomplished through 
the instrumentality of other means, which are 
less difficult to attend, less expensive in their 
operation—less favorable to dissipation and 
crime—less prejudicial to health—and above all, 
less injurious to circuits aud stations. But what 
means are proposed as a substitute for Camp- 
meetings? I answer,extra or protracted meetings, 
which may be found practicable in almost every 
part of our work, aud can be attended with 


much greater convenience than camp-meetings. 


This will not be questioned at all when we re- 


tion from Episcopal Methodism? Are you an 


collect that the aftendants on those extra meet- 
ings would usually be persons of the respective 
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neighborhoods in which they could be held 
consequently the whole ceremony of long and 
troublesome preparations and tedious travelling 
over rough roads afterwards, would be avoided. 
Yes, and the additional labour of preparing suit- 
able ground for the encampment witb the erec- 
tion of comfortable tents, &c. Yet none of 
these inconveniences should be named as ob- 
jectionable if it can be shown, that they are es- 
sential to the attainment of spiritgal benefit, 
which cannot be obtained in a more accessible 
path. But I proceed, secondly to show that the 
substitute proposed, is attended with less ex- 
pense than camp-meetings. Here | think it is 
only necessary to make an appeal io the expe- 
rience of those house keepers, who have been 
in the habit of making the usual preparations 
for a week’s campaign—then add the materials 
for the tent, whether wood or linen, and the ex- 
pense of conveyance to and from the scene of 
action: and then to all the above may be added 
the total neglect of business at home, either on 
the farm, or in the shop, to the loss and sacri- 
fice of produce or property, which ought to be 
applied to the support of the needy family, or 
the discharge of some store account, or smith’s 
bill, in the neighborhood. Now but a small part 
of this expense would be necessarily connected 
with the maintenance of extra meetings, on the 
plan proposed. Thirdly, the substitute is in its 
nature less favorable to dissipation, for the place 
of devotion is supposed to be a house, and not 
the woods. It is true, the ungodly can, and do 
make occasions to carry on their wicked pur- 
poses; but it is also equally true, that camp- 
meetings furnish occasions peculiarly favorable 
to wickedness of the most abominable character. 
And it is but too evident that hundreds habitu- 
ally attend those places purposely to perpetrate 
their diabolical crimes, under the cover of mid- 
night darkness. Nor is it possible for all the 
united efforts of ministers and managers, aided 
with both law and gospel, to prevent these evils, 
where thousands throng together in promiscu- 
ous crowds. It is not sufficient that we preach 
and pray against the devices of satan. Should 
we not so far as possible-give the least occasion 
of evil? But if an equal amount of good may be 
roduced, through a medium which cannot af- 
ord the same facilities to crime, then I would 
enquire whether we can be entirely blameless 
while we continue to multiply those occasions? 
Fourthly, the substitute proposed is less prejudi- 
cial to health than camp-meetings are. Euthu- 
siasts may persuade themselves if they choose, 
that the laws of nature will be inverted for their 
convenience; but rational religion must admit 
that the most upright and faithful, are liable to 
diseases in common with other men. And I 
doubt not for my own part but that scores, per- 
haps hundreds of ministers, are now in their 
ves, who have fallen martyrs to camp-meet- 
ing labours in the open night air. And multi- 
tudes of attendants besides ministers, have been 
prematurely hurried into the jaws of death, 
through excessive exertions on occasions of this 
kind. Now whatever efforts may be necessary 
to maintain protracted meetings successfully, it 
will be recollected that the labour is not in the 
open air, consequently less dangerous in its ef- 
cts. Not to dwell on this point any longer I 
proceed to one of greater importance, namely, 
to show that the usual mode of sustaining camp 
meetings, instead of proving an advantage in 
many instances turns out to be a serious Injury 
and loss to eireuits and stations Here I will 
go a little more into detail—~-and Ist then let it 
be supposed there be a camp-meeting appointed 
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for each circuit in the District; and one or two 
besides for the stations. Let those meetings 
commence in July, and finally conclude in Oc- 
tober. One fourth of the year then will be de- 
voted to their attention, ſor each successive week 
must have its camp. Now, the next important 
enquiry is; where are ministers to come from to 


supplied with ministers.) O, call on the itiner- 
ant ministers by all means. They are in the 
regular service, and under pay too, so that it is 
but reasonable they should serve the people 
chiefly on those occasions, especially as the un- 
stationed or local ministers receive nothing from 
the church for their services, and have usually 
to follow secular occupations for the support of 
their families. Hence it would be unreasonable 
to expect them to attend camp-meetings far 
from home—so we see the responsibility must 
fall on the itinerants. And now suppose the 
time has arrived for some ten or twelve minis- 
ters to leave their circuits and stations, to attend 
the camp, far off or near as the case may be,nor 
is their compliance to depend on obtaining a 
suitable substitute during absence from their own 
people; and no one need be told how commonly 
congregations are disappointed in consequence 
of the travelling minister being off his circuit or 
station at camp-meeting. And now, whether he 
be taken away, before or after the time of holding 
his own camp- meeting, his charge must common- 
ly feel the effects of it; for if he be called off before, 
then he must be absent at a time when he should 
be busily engaged in spiriting up his people to 
be in readiness to attend their own campaign. 
And if taken away subsequent to the camp- 
meeting of his own circuit, then he is out of 
place when his presence and labours are espe- 
cially necessary to water the seed recently sown, 
and take care of the lambs just gathered into the 
fold. And for want of this kind of pastoral at- 
tention in numerous instances, the fruits of 
meetings supposed to be productive of great 
good, have almost totally disappeared. Here I 
speak from actual observation. But they tell us 
“the preachers must not neglect their appoint- 
ments so much, to attend camp-meetings.”’— 
Well then, supposing this should be the case, 
what must become of camp-meetings. It is 
true, to a limited extent, they should be sustain- 
ed in certain places, almost wholly by the un- 
stationed ministers. But to make those meet- 
ings popular, they must be attended by the itin- 
erant ministers,as well as the unstationed breth- 
ren. In conclusion on this point, I apprehend 
one of two things as inevitable—either camp- 
meetings must go down, or circuits and stations 
must be neglected by the itinerant ministers to 
sustain them. Much might be said on this sub- 
ject as it respects the pecuniary disadvantages 
to the ministry, consequent on the maintenance 
of camp-meetings; but I forbear to enlarge on 
this topic, lest I should be too tedious. Before 
I conclude, however, it may not be improper to 
enquire why camp-meetings have been so re- 
markably instrumental in the conversion of souls 
(for it is on this account above all others that 
the necessity of their continuance is argued.) 


To me, it appears that the whole mystery may 
be accounted for on the following principles: 


Ist. The subjects of religious influence on 
those occasions usually attend with stronger cal- 
culations of deriving benefit at those times and 
places. thun on ordinary occasions; in other 
‘words, they are more earnestly engaged than at 
other seasons. And indeed it seems that many 


think it hardly possible to obtain religion at apy 
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other periods: and this mistaken notion contri- 
butes no little to the neglect of the necessary 
means of grace on ordinary occasions: just as 
ifthe Holy One of Israel were limited to the 
woods in the displays of his renovating power. 
And. Another circumstance favorable to the 
conversion of souls at camp-meeting, grows out 
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sustain these meetings? (for they must all be well of the fact that there are extraordinary efforts 


made, by both ministers and people to produce 
the impressions favorable to a thorough change. 

3d. To the above may be added the great ad- 
vantages — — continuing several days in 
succession within the atmosphere of sacred 
truth and devotion, by which means conviction 
frequently increaseswith each successive sermon, 
exhurtation and prayer, until they terminate in 
genuine conversions. 

Now, if sinners were to attend other protract- 
ed meetings with the same expectations and 
honesty of purpose—were the same powerful 
efforts made by ministers and people—and were 
those exercises to be — several days and 
nights successively, in private dwellings or 
houses of public worship, I cannot doubt that 
the same happy results would be witnessed, in 
proportion to the efforts made in the strength of 
grace, and the length of time occupied in those 
exercises. I am abundantly confirmed in this 
belief,from numerous experiments recently made 
on this plan, by various denominations of Chris- 
tians, not only in large cities and towns, but 
villages, and other country places. Were it not 
that I have already — — this essay to a 
greater length than J had intended, I would at- 
tempt to show several decided advantages which 
protracted meetings have over camp meetings, 
in addition to those already suggested—two of 
which, I will now barely name, viz. They would 
more generally call into exercise the talents of 
unstationed ministers, (an order of ministers en- 
tirely too little appreciated.) And secondly, 
while camp meetings can only be held at a cer- 
tain season, protracted meetings can be held at 
any season of the year. 


Baltimore, Feb. 21, 1834. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
SUPPORT OF THE PREACHERS. 


Dear Brethren,—The time of our Annual Con- 
ference is at hand, and we shall, if God is pleas- 
ed to spare us, soon meet to hear the reports of 
our brethren from the different circuits and sta- 
tions. I have been paying some attention to 
the current reports from the different parts of 
our district during the year, and they have been 
truly cheering. In most places, the Lord has 
poured out his spirit during the year; and in 
some, I find by the statements of the preachers, 
He has put it into the hearts of such as have 
means, to come forward boldly and freely for 
their support. Many new churches have been 
erected, and some of them large and respecta- 
ble buildings of stone and brick. And in most 
of the stations, and some of the circuits, the al. 
lowances of the preachers will be fully made up. 
But this cannot be the case in all. Some of our 
circuits are utterly unable to support the preach-. 
ers necessary to labor on them. These preach-. 
ers will come to conference greatly deficient; 
perhaps in debt for their clothes, or for the ne- 
cessaries of life, for their families. This has 
been the case every year hitherto, and will no 
doubt be the case again. And now, my dear 
brethren, and sisters, and ftiends, how is this. 


demand to be met? To the Superintendent and 


Assistants, I would say, take a subscription pa- 


per and call on all the friends as you pass round, 
and ask a donation for this object. The public 


— 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| 
| 
‘ 
* 


78 


collections will not wholly meet the case. 
There are many persons in the wealthy circuits, 
and indeed in all the circuits who would gladly 
give one, two, five, or even ten dollars, rather 
than one of our ministers should be compelled 
to stop for want of the means of living. Many 
of the people have not time to attend to this mat- 
ter, and as the preachers are the most engage¢ 

in the work, I hope they will take hold of the 
thing and push it forward with all their might. 
There is no time for delay. To the class lead- 
ers I would say: Brethren exert your influence 
to aid in this work—you have the confidence of 
your members: they expect you to lead the way. 
Oh feel for the sufferings of our frontier labourers. 
They have been toiling in hope during the year, 
in hope that something will be done for them by 
the church at the meeting of Conference—let 
them not be disappointed. To all-all our mem- 
bers I would say, let every one be up and doing, 
do not be afraid to stir one another up to this 
good work. We, as a people, are called in the 
order of God's providence, to bear a faithful tes- 
timony in favour of Christian liberty and chris- 
tian holiness. The opposition we have sustain- 
ed is chiefly directed against our itinerant min- 
isters, except in some particular cases. Their 
reputation is assailed, and their success hinder- 
ed by all possible means. It is particularly de- 
sirable to those who used to say, that the Meth- 
odist people would not sustain an itinerancy, if 
the power to govern was given, even in part, to 
the people, that the prophecy should be fulfilled. 

We have been called on as a people to make 

the experiment, and our appeal is now before 

the world. Some thirty individuals are now in 

the field within the bounds of this Conference, 

as itinerants, having left all to preach the gos- 

pel, and sustain the cause of christian liberty 

and christian holiness. Shall they be supported? 

Their labours are all needed, greatly needed! but 
in many cases those who need them most are 

not able to support them. Those of you,there- 

fore, who are more favorably situated, must 
aid in this work. Weare engaged in a great 

and good cause, and there are thousands and 

tens of thousands who are looking on our efforts 

with a favorable eye, who want only the invita- 

tion to aid, and direction, soon to apply their 

aid. Call on them brethren and tell them of our 

wants, tell them of the necessities of our poor- 

er 1 and how much good a ſew dollars 

will do in their behalf. 

Sisters, you have done well already, go on 
and do more. The ladies of Baltimore in their 
Phebean Society, and those of Pipe Creek and 
Deer Creek, and of the Eastern Shore, have 
done well. The holy religion of the blessed 
Redeemer has always found a corresponding 
sympathy in the female bosom. Grateful to the 
Master for his acts of healing and deliverance, 
they followed him while He lived and labored 
on earth to minister to him of their substance. 
And in his last agonies they forsook him not, 
but continued their affectionate attentions until 
He gave up the ghost. And in all the efforts of 
the church, they have borne a cheerful and a 
zealous part, and are only hindered by the 
natural timidity of their nature from doing 
much more. My dear sisters, this is a case 
that demands your utmost efforts—for a time lay 
aside all fear and take up the cross. Collect 
from all your acquaintances; and from all to 
whom you can have access, and hand your col- 
lections over to the Superintendent or the Dele- 

te of your Circuit, to be brought on to Con- 

erence. Remember, every sum, however small, 
helps to make up the necessary amount. 
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Some persons, no doubt, will be tempted to 
say, the times are hatd, and money is very scarce, 
I will try to do something next year. But breth- 
ren this will not do. The necessities of our 
preachers admit of no delay. They must have 
clothes and food for themselves and families,and 
the hardness of the times affects the regular col- 
lections for them, as much as other matters, so 
that this very thing furnishes a special plea in 
their favour. 

Of the willingness of our brethren and sisters, 
and friends, to aid in this work, we haye had too 
many instances to permit us to doubt, the only 
difficulty is to have the necessary leaders in the 
work. Let him and her therefore that is zealous 
for God and his cause, forward and do not 
wait one for another. Get the money together 
in large or small quantities, as you can, and let 
the | pom per or delegate bring it on. Honour 
the Lord with thy substance and with the first frats 
of all thy increase—so shall thy barns be filled 
new wine.—Prov. 3, 10,11. WX. Keszey, 

Conference Steward for the Maryland District. 


For the Methodist Protestaat. 
PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 


Mr. Editor,—Protracted meetings, or meet- 
ings for religious worship continued for several 
days and nights in succession, are now gener- 
ally adopted, as are occasional service, by most 
christian denominations; but certainly with very 
various and unequal success. In your paper, 
Ido not recollect ever to have seen a single 
original essay on the comparative merit and 
success of these meetings, as conducted by the 
ministers and members of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church, 

My attention was called to this subject by 
some remarks under the editorial head of your 
paper of the 7th inst. in which you announced 
the | pase intelligence, that a meeting of this 
kind was then exciting a very benign and heav- 
enly influence, over the congregation that wor- 
ships at St. John’s Methodist Protestant church 
in your city, 

rom the first intimation which I received of 
the success which has ordinarily attended these 
delightful seasons of christian worship, my mind 
was directed to an impartial examination of 
their character and influence; and although my 
opportunities for making observation have been 
comparitively few, and attended by circum- 
stances very unsatisfactory in their nature; yet 
the result is decidedly favourable. The con- 
clusion at which I havej arrived is this?—that 
for occasional effort, there is no means of grace 
possessing equal moral power, or tf properly con- 
ducted, aitended with equal 

The results of protracted meetings, as they 
have been conducted within the bounds of the 
Maryland conference for the last three months, 
are highly prejudicial to that character which 
it is very desirable they should continue to sus- 
tain. Hence I rejoice at any information of 
their success among us, that is calculated to 
leave a favourable impression upon the minds 
of our ministry and membership. 

It has ever afforded me sincere satisfaction to 
become a co-worker with my brethren in these 
delightful seasons of christian sacrifice; but my 
enjoyment has almost as often suffered diminu- 
tion, and sometimes a degree of mortification, 
from what appeared to me to be a want of con- 
cert between the several ministers who attend- 
ed, and the neglect of the members to sustain 
the meetings by their presence and labours. | 


— — — 


As my object is not to censure or find fault, 
but to beget and incteasé confidence in the 
moral resources of which we may subsequently 
avail ourselves to pult down the strong holds of 
the adversary, and build up the church of Christ, 
[ hope that liberal criticism may be allowed, as 
a mean of iccomplishing this object. 


In the course of the past fall and winter, 
about six Protestant meetings have had their 
day in the Maryland District; all of them were 
attended by a degree of success, exceedingly 
discouraging to the friends of religion, and well 
calculated to weaken their confidence in this 
kind of meeting, to save sinners; or in their 
own 1 to conduct them. At two of these 
meetings I attended, where the preparations 
were large, and the anticipations of success very 
liberal. Lam not aware that any visible success 
attended either of them, and to my mind there 
was no difficulty in accounting, or what I anti 
cipated would prove an entire failure. 


It is at all times difficult, not to say impossi- 
ble, to separate between dependence or, reli- 
ance on God, and reliance on man. Human 
talents, where of the splendid kind, possess a 
great power of attraction, and lead the mind 
insensibly to lean on foreign human agency, in- 
stead of that which is divine. At these meet- 
ings I witnessed the flowing of many tears, 
which were effect of human elo- 
quence; while the evidently remained un- 
affected by any convictions of its sin or misery. 
Of course, Jesus Christ would never be sought 
as a physician to their souls. In such circum- 
stances we can conceive of entire honesty and 
sincerity both in the preachers and hearers; but 
the result cannot be misapprehended. I ad- 
duce this among othes reasons to show the 
cause of failure; and to urge upon ministers es- 
pecially, the solemn duty of attempting rather 
to wound the sinner’s heart, than please his fas- 
tidious ear. 

Here is another method of substituting hu- 
man for divine agency which can never fail of 
being attended with similar results. All efforts 
which terminate in exciting the ebullition of the 
passions, without convincing the judgment must 
lead to an entire misconception of the nature 
of evangelical repentance, and though such ef- 
fects may exhibit many pleasing and promising 
appearances, they are like morning flowers, 
which are withered by the beams of a meredian 
sun. Ministers of experience should avoid all 
attempts to produce this temporary excitement, 
and particularly guard against it at the com- 
mencement of a protracted meeting. Superfi- 
cial observers generally mistake it for a genu- 
ine work, and when they discover the deception, 
it produces discouragment, and consequent in- 
activity in the subsequent part of the work. 


Protracted meetings are often unsuccessful; 
because ministers fail to pr the minds of 
their for their work. inisters who de- 
sign to do all the labour at a protrated meeting 
enterely inistake their calling and the order of 
providence. A farmer, who intends to save his 
harvest, hires two kind of labourers to perform. 
the work—the reapers, and those who gather up 
the grain and bind into sheaves. The minister 
who does his duty in the Nabe will find his 
labours much diminished, if the active laymen 
are ready and willing to sing and pray with 
mourners. 

I must confess that the failure of those meet- 
ings which I have attended this fall, and those 
from which I have heard, may be chiefly ascrib- 
ed to backwardness in the members to assist in 
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carrying on the work; while the success of the 8 ‘a | 
meeting in St. John’s had its origin and owed | 
its continuance to their united and zealous ef- 
forts. Itis always pleasing to he enabled to 
put our finger on facts which admit of proof, 
such as the one above stated; as it furnishes the 
means of future improvement. 

When members fail to do their duty in such 
an important work, it cannot be concealed, that 
the defect often lies . 4 in the deficiency 


He wipes the tear from every face 
And crowns the children of his grace. 


All grief is past, they sigh no more, 
But live to worship and adore; 
Around that blissful world they rove, 
Amid the smiles of deathless Jove. 

Roll on, eternity, thy years, 

Around the vast celestial spheres! 

Thou bring'st no change but new delight, 
And scenes of joy forever bright. 


Reeesees 


of ministerial fidelity. ‘The people expect to be 


Jed and instructed in the nature of their duty, | ORIGINAL POETRY. 


BALTIMORE: 
by those who profess to be their teachers and — | — — — 
guides. One remark, however, should not be : For the Methodist Protestant. FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1834, 
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and preachers of the said Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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or by the annual conferences authorized by the said gen- 
—— to h and expound God's holy word 
therein; ard jn further trust and confidence, that as often 
as any one or more of the trustees herein before-men- 
tioned, shall die, or cease to be a member or members 
of the said Church, according to the rales and discipline 
as aforesaid, then and in such case it shall be the duty 
of the stationed minister or preacher (authorised as afore- 
said) who shall have the pastoral charge of the members 
of the said church, to call a meeting of the remaining trus- 
tees, as soon as conveniently may be: and when so met, 
the said minister or preacher shall ed to nominate one 
or more persons to fill the place or places of him or them 
whose office or offices has (or have) been vacated as 
aforesaid. 


The reader will after perusing the Deed no doubt read 
the following statement of the preachers in New York 
with astonishment. We ask what more control they 
could have than is surrendered wherever the people are 
silly enough to make such a deed. 

From the Baltimore Daily Gatette. 

An editorial article in the New York Courier and 
Enquirer, of Friday last, which occasioned some ex- 
citement among the members of the Methodist Church 
in that city. It was stated in the article, upon the au- 
thority of a publication entitled “Union Tracts of Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church,” that there was a controversy 
existing between the members and preachers, as to who 
should control the property of the church; and the editor 


inferred that there was a deep plan in agitation to vest 
the whole property of the church in the Ministers, to the 


entire exclusion of their congregations, which, if it 


should succeed, would establish a church possessing un- 
bounded means for favoring the designs of the abolition- 
ists, or for other purposes. A correspondent of the Cou- 
rier and Enquirer, under the signature of A Subscriber 
and a Member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” pro- 


pounces the charge to be utterly untrue, and declares | 


that, whoever may be the author of the Union Tracts, 
they contain vile slander and positive untruths. He states 
that there is a controversy respecting the utility of alter- 
ing the present mode of managing the temporal concerns 
of the church, so that the property, and a proportion of 
the debt, may be assessed on each circuit; but Confer- 
ence, not being a corporate body, could not, if they 
wistéd, hold the property, and no change is contemplat- 
ed, but to still have it held by Trustees forthe use of the 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The fol- 
jowing is a formal denial of the charge, signed by thir- 
teen of the Pastors and Ministers of this Church in New 
York. 
From the New York Courier & Enquirer of March 1st. 


Sm: — We, the undersigned Ministers of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in the city of New York, where very 
much surprised to see it stated in your paper this morn- 
ing that there is a controversy existing between the 
members and preachers, as to who shall control the pro- 
perty of the church.” 

Now, we wish to say that we know of no such contro- 
versy, either in this city or elsewhere. The preachers 
in tue Methodist Episcopal Church have not, nor ever 
bad any desire to on. or control the property of the 
church. As such a slanderous tepresentation, had, by 
some means, gained a currency in this city, the under- 
— way felt it their duty to contradict it,and toclear 
themselves fully of all such imputations, they have ob- 
tained from the Trustees of the said church in this city, 
the following preamble and resolution: 

in regard to the report in circulatian, ‘that the Book 
Agents and Preachers in this station, had taken legal ad- 
vice in relation to the church property in this city, with 
a view to ascertain whether the Trustees had broken 
their charter, and if so, to change the manner in holding 
the same’—the statements and explanations made to 
them at the meeting on the 8th are deemed perfectly 
satisfactory. 
Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board, the said 

rt is without any foundation in truth.” 

rhe * i per which the above is extracted is dated 
Jan. 9, signed, 

. 8. BURLING, 
4 Sect’y of the Board.” 
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We therefore ask, as a simple act of justice to our- 
selves and the chureh to which we belong, that you will 
publish the above in the columns of your paper. 


Laban Clark, P. P. Sanford, 
D. Ostrander, B. Griffen, 

P. Chamberlin, P. R. Brown, 
N. Bangs, J. P. Durbin, 
B. Waugh, Thomas Mason, 
F. , T. Merritt. 

J. C. Reed, 


New York, Feb. 28, 1834. 


Protracted Meeting in St. John’s Church, Baltimore, 
Monday, March 3, 1834. 

Six weeks exercises were closed on Friday the 28th 
February. On Sabbath morning, the 2d inst. after an 
appropriate sermon by the Rev. Dr. S. K. Jennings, and 
just preceding the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
an opportunity was tendered to those who might feel 
disposed lo unite with the Methodist Protestant Church; 
and here a scene was witnessed surpassing any that we 
had ever seen. 

Thirty-nine persons, most of whom are personally known 
to us, came forward tothe communion altar and offered 
themselves to the Chureh as candidates for membership. 

Here were seen the recently married and those in the 
morning of life dedicating themselves to the service of 
God. The spectacle was intensely interesting, and the 
scene truly sublime, _ 

The congregation appeared awed into uncommon rev- 
erance, while their silence mused praise to the Great 
Head of the Church. It was a soul-melting and moving 
scene, to all present. A gentleman present, observed to 
us this morning, that he arose partially from his seat 
twice to go forward and tender himself for acceptance 
to the Church, and appeared to regret that he had not— 
but desired the publisher to tender his name to be insert- 
ed with the 39, making the number 40. 

He is the head of a respectable family, and is perhaps 
between 50 and 60 years of age. One of the 39, a re- 
spectable merchant of this city, came up after much ap- 
parent deliberation, and having offered himself, re- 
tired to the female department of the Church, and pre- 
sently his beloved companion was seen advancing to- 
wards the altar, to make a voluntary offering of herself 
tothe Lord. We shall not attempt todescribe the feel- 
ings of the congregation at that moment, but the recol- 
lection still thrills through, and fills our heart with ex- 
quisite pleasure. 

“The best of all (we repeat) God is with us.” The 
meeting will be continued the present week. We feel 
as though we were just entering on, rather than halting 
in the work of the Lord. Brethren abroad, pray for us! 


SUPPORT OF OUR PREACHERS. 

Brethren how is this subject attended to in your cir- 
cuit, station, quarterly conference, classes, leaders meet- 
ings, and congregations generally? 

Shall we impel by persuasion brethren to leave their 
family circles and secular pursuits, to go into the itiner- 
ant field. Shall we tell them they need not fear getting 
at least the trifling amount (compared with most of 
their absolute necessities) allowed by our discipline. — 
And shall these brethren leave all behind them, and of- 
fer themselves to go wherever their conference shall ap- 
point them—and shall it so turn out that in many of 
these circuits, after laboring all the year faithfully, they 
shall return to their conference in debt, and in grief, be- 
cause they have been unjustly deprived of a considerable 
portion of that which as honest men and women we 
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else going into debt for them, without scarce a probabil- 
ity of being able to pay, unless at some distant day. 

Let every unstationed minister, class leader, stewart, 
and trustee, see and feel this subject as he ought, and 
then he will act. We entreat brethren every where to 
come up to the help of the Lord, not only with their 
presence, but with their means.—We mean their tongues 
to speak out the necessities of many of the preachers. 
We mean their instant efforts to raise funds for the sup- 
port of the preachers. We need not fear that we shall 
raise more than will be necessary, for if there be a sur- 
plus in one circuit, it will be required to aid those who 
are on circuits of more limited means. It is truly mor- 
tifying to hear of preachers coming from circuits (where 
there are means in the membership abundant) deficient. 

What heart can such a preacher have to go on a circuit 
the ensuing year, if he shall have gone up to his confer- 
ence deficient from a circuit of ample means? 

It certainly never can be the duty of a conference to 
send a preacher to a circuit that has means but which re- 
fuse those means by neglecting to supply them. 

Let each member, male and female, feel a personal 
interest in this matter, and make liberal advances, and 
we shall soon see the present face of things greatly 
changed. We hope that those preachers who receive a 
full support, will endeavor to do something for those 
who may be deficient. 


Having been politely favored by Bro. Yates, of Bos- 
ton, with the Oct. No. 1838, of the Magazine of The New 
Methodist Connexion,” which contains the minutes of 
their Conference for May, 1838, we think it proper to 
give a short summary of their situation : 

In England they have 174 Chapels—227 Societies— 53 
Cireuit preachers—528 Local preachers—13883 membes. 

In Ireland, they have 10 Chapels—30 Societies—10 
Circuit preachers—6 Local preachers, and 901 members. 
Making a total of 184 chapels—257 societies—63 cir- 
cuit preachers—534 local preachers, and 14784 mem- 
bers. We learn that their government is of a represen- 
tative character, and by a letter from the corresponding 
committee, forwarded to us, we find they are desirous of 
being recognized by our ensuing General Conference, so 
far at least, as to receive their preachers and members 
into fellowship and union. We have ever regretted 
since the rise of our General Convention, that no gener- 
al corresponding committee was appointed. We hope that 
the General Conference will supply this indispensable 
desideratum. 


We have received a communication from a highly re- 
speeted brother, in reference to the subject of Slavery. 
It is principally in view of obtaining an opinion of the 
General Conference thereon. As our Church has left this 
subject with the Annual Conferences, under the terms 
“such peculiarities as the District requires. We do not 
feel authorized to insert any article on the subject; be- 
lieving that discussions on that matter would be pumer- 
ous, and probably end in strife. The General Confer- 
ence will no doubt (from what we have learned) have 
that subject before them, and as we perceive the worthy 
writer is a member elect of that body, he will have an 
opportunity, personally, to present the subject before 
that very important Legislative Assembly of our Church. 
We hope our apology will be kindly received, as it is 
given in much affection. 


Proposals on one sheet for obtaining subscriptions to 
Dr. Clarke’s Commentary, Dr. Prideaux’s Connection of 


should have cheerfully given towards their support.— | Sacred and Profane History, and Drs. Mosheim, Coote, 


Shall we say give? Nay, ratber we should cheerfully 
pay them as sacredly and cheerfully. as we would for 
bread for ourselves, our wives, our husbands, or our 
children. 


For Christ’s sake, brethren look to this subject! Your 


preacher perhaps suffering for the necessaries of life, or 


and Gleigg’s History of the Church, can be furnished by 
mail to those who apply——we hope to receive many more 
orders for them. | | 
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